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Newly updated and reissued in an appealing new format, this classic book is a lavishly
illustrated celebration of female dancers of the Arab world and their impact on the West. "I think
it is the most eloquent of female dances, with is haunting lyricism, its fire, its endlessly shifting
kaleidoscope of sensual movement." With these words, Wendy Buonaventura explains her own
fascination with Arabic dance and gives the reader a thorough understanding of the origins,
history and development of this ancient art, which has survived in the face of commercialism,
religious disapproval, and changing times.

"A lively and lavishly illustrated excursion into the history of the solo woman's dance?""Serpent
of the Nile features a perceptive discussion of the history of female solo dancing in the Middle
East and its effect on dancers and artists throughout the world. The ninety full-color and fifty
black-and-white sumptuous illustrations communicate the color and sensuality, poetry and
passion, sophistication and subtlety of her subject.""An articulate book that speaks with many
voices of the glory as well as the shadows surrounding the oriental dance of yesteryear and
today. Buonaventura's amalgamation of materials- textual and visual- evoke a work by someone
whose respect for the subject is both tasteful and thoughtful...Arabesque salutes the
authoress..."About the AuthorWendy Buonaventura is an Anglo-Italian dancer and writer. Her
first book on Oriental dance was published in London in 1983.Serpent of the Nile was chosen as
The Observer Book of the Year. She has also written and presented programmes for the BBC
World Service. She has pioneered the development of Arabic dance as a theatre art in the West
and her work has been featured at festivals throughout Europe and in the United States.
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Grandmother's Secrets: The Ancient Rituals and Healing Power of Belly Dancing Before They
Were Belly Dancers: European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870



Alli, “A beautiful but limited history. I would like to second everything in Teresa Robert's review.
This is a beautiful, wonderful book. But as an actual history of "oriental" dance it lacks nuance
and complexity, which is partly due to limited evidence and the author's romantic attachment to
the women-centered mythology about this dance. For instance, the text overstates the evidence
for connections between the belly dance of the last 150 years and the practices of ancient,
goddess worship in presumably more woman-friendly times. I share this same romantic
attachment to the dance's feminist roots, but actual history is always more fought and complex.
As a result the author over-generalizes and does a incomplete job analyzing the orientalism that
feeds so much of the beautiful imagery she includes. In the end, this book is great resource for
costuming, late 19th century orientalist accounts of the women's dance, and a vast range of old
pictures & photos. Moreover it does a decent job with the early to mid 20th century history and
professionalization of the dance. Just look to additional sources for a more well-rounded history,
particularly for pre 20th century and regional dances/costuming. I still highly recommend this
book to anyone interested in bellydance or orientalism.  The images alone are worth the price.”

pnw fam, “perfect gift. I bought this as a gift for my Mom. She has been belly dancing for well
over 25 years. She has traveled to Egypt and Morocco. She is in love with this book! Beautiful
pictures, book was in great condition.”

Rosalinda Sorto, “very Interesting!. I like reading this book, its very through with the information
and for my classes in college. It has cool pictures too of how it was in ancient times!”

Heather, “Middle Eastern Dance History - Very well researched and written. Fantastic book on
the history of dance in the middle east. Beautiful pictures. A must read for anyone interested in
the real history of today's "bellydance".  Also of interest to women in general.”

artemis, “reading bliss. This is the most comprehensive book I've run into on the history of belly
dance. It goes all the way back to 75,000 yrs. ago, has gorgeous illustrations and lots of
entertaining and fact-filled stories.  It's a must for anyone who loves dance.”

ana carla campregher da silva, “Serpent of the nile: recommended!. Very useful for studies of
Arabic Dance. Complete work, with interesting facts and curiosities! Recommended mainly for
dancers who want to be acquainted to the history of bellydance.”

Cecilia Esbjörnsson, “serpent of the nile. It arrived in excellent condition and turned out to a
great book to read. Starting on the second round right now :)”

anna, “Enchanting.. This book is a classic.The illustrations are beautiful and unique.Wendy



Buonaventura is a fountain of information and inspiration.”

mrs s l richardson-goodlad, “The Best. This was on a reading list I had for course work, I found it
to be the most comprehensive guide to the history of belly dance dating back and it has been
one of the best belly dance books I've ever bought would highly recommend.”

Helen Oates, “Serpent of the Nile. This is one of the most interesting books about Oriental
Dance and dancers. There isn't so much written about this subject as it seems to be mainly an
oral and practise transmition passed down through generations. It is well researched and an
enjoyable read. The added bonus are the lovely illustrations, which for a dancer are a great
inspiration.  I recommend this book.”

phoenix, “Frauen und Tanz. Jeder der sich mit orientalischem Tanz beschäftigt, sollte dieses
Buch gelesen haben. Es gibt einem Eindrücke in die Arabische Welt. Die Kultur des Orients ist
reich an Besonderheiten und Schönheiten, welche dieses Buch der aufmerksamen Leserin gut
nahebringt.”

The book by Wendy Buonaventura has a rating of 5 out of 4.4. 43 people have provided
feedback.
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